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THE POSITION IN BRIEF

The Village of Gilberts, lllinois, seeks an experienced,
adaptable, and innovative professional to serve as its
next Director of Public Works. This executive leadership
position reports to the Village Administrator and plays
a highly visible role in supporting essential municipal
services, infrastructure, utilities, parks, community
events, and quality of life in a rapidly growing Kane
County community.

The Director is responsible for the leadership,
administration, planning, and operation of the Public
Works Department, including streets, parks, public
buildings and facilities, water and wastewater utilities,
snow and ice control, forestry, capital improvement
planning, fleet and equipment management, and
community event support.

The Director oversees a department of 12 full-time
employees and works closely with Village leadership to
ensure efficient, customer-focused service delivery. The
Village is committed to long-range planning, operational
excellence, continued infrastructure investment, and
professional, accountable public service.

POSITION SNAPSHOT

Reports to: Village Administrator
Department: Public Works
Staffing: 12 full-time employees

Service areas: Streets, utilities, parks,
public facilities, fleet, snow and ice
control, forestry, and event support
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VILLAGE GOVERNMENT

Gilberts operates under a Trustee-Village form of government consisting of six Trustees, a Village President,
and a Village Administrator. The Village Administrator is appointed by the Village President and Board of
Trustees to oversee daily operations across Village departments.

THE COMMUNITY

The Village of Gilberts is a vibrant community in
northern Kane County, lllinois, located approximately
45 miles northwest of downtown Chicago. Although
today it is recognized as a growing residential and
business community within the greater Chicago
metropolitan area, Gilberts traces its origins to the
lllinois frontier of the early nineteenth century. The
area was first settled in the 1830s, when pioneers
established farms across the fertile prairie lands

of Rutland Township. In 1839, Albro Gilberts
established a homestead that would ultimately give
the community its name, laying the foundation for a
village built on agriculture, entrepreneurship, and a
strong sense of community.

Gilberts' development accelerated with the arrival
of the Chicago & North Western Railroad during

the 1850s. A railroad station known as "Gilberts
Station" became an important shipping point for
grain, livestock, and other agricultural products
produced throughout the surrounding countryside.
In 1855, the community was formally platted, and in
1890 residents voted to incorporate as the Village of
Gilberts, establishing local self-government through
an elected Village President and Board of Trustees.
During its early decades, the village retained its
rural character while gradually adding businesses,
schools, churches, and civic institutions that served
generations of local families.

Like many Midwestern communities, Gilberts
experienced both the challenges and opportunities

of the twentieth century. The Great Depression
slowed economic activity, but improvements such

as lllinois Route 72 and the eventual arrival of rural
electrification helped modernize the community. The
construction of the Northwest Tollway (Interstate 90)
beginning in the 1950s dramatically improved regional
access and positioned Gilberts for future growth. Over
the following decades, carefully planned residential
neighborhoods, light industrial development,
expanded municipal services, and modern public
infrastructure transformed the village while preserving
its small-town identity and commitment to thoughtful
planning.

Today, Gilberts is recognized as a forward-looking
community that successfully balances growth

with the preservation of its historic character.
Village leaders have embraced strategic planning,
infrastructure investment, and responsible economic
development while maintaining the welcoming
atmosphere that has defined Gilberts for more than
175 years. With convenient access to Interstate 90,
proximity to major employment centers throughout
the Chicago region, and a continued emphasis on
quality municipal services, the Village remains well
positioned for continued success while honoring the
values established by its earliest settlers.

Historical information adapted from the Village of
Gilberts official website and historical archives.
Village of Gilberts, lllinois. History of Gilberts. https:/

www.villageofgilberts.com
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

Throughout the year, Gilberts offers a variety of community
events that foster civic pride and bring residents together.
The Village hosts annual traditions including the Easter Egg
Hunt, Music in the Parks concerts, Community-Wide Garage
Sale, Fishing Derby, Community Days Festival, Movies in the
Park, Fall Bonfire, Tree Lighting Ceremony, and other events
that strengthen the Village's close-knit atmosphere.

The Director of Public Works will play a practical and
visible role in helping support many of these community
events through setup, maintenance, site preparation,
coordination, and follow-up support. This connection
between infrastructure, public spaces, resident service,
and community events highlights the important role Public
Works plays in supporting Gilberts’ quality of life.

AIRPORT ACCESS

Gilberts offers convenient access to several regional
airports, including Chicago O’Hare International Airport,
DuPage Airport, Chicago Rockford International Airport,
Chicago Midway International Airport, and Milwaukee
Mitchell International Airport. This transportation access
provides convenient connectivity for residents, businesses,
and visitors throughout the Chicago metropolitan region.

MAJOR EMPLOYERS AND
INDUSTRY

Gilberts is home to a diverse mix of manufacturing,
construction, professional services, and light industrial
businesses. The Village continues to expand its local
employment base through economic development initiatives
and industrial areas while also offering residents access to
employment centers throughout the Chicago region.

Primary industry sectors:

+ Advanced manufacturing

+ Metal fabrication and finishing

+ Construction and building trades

* Industrial services

+ Professional and technical services

+ Commercial landscaping

+ Recycling and environmental services
+ Distribution and light industrial
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COMMUNITY
DEMOGRAPHICS

Approximate population: 9,075
Median age: Approximately 40 years
Number of households: 2,812
Median household income: $146,333
Median home value: $347,300

Race and ethnicity: White 66.3%,
Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 24.4%,
Two or More Races: 18.7%, Asian 6.5%,
Black or African American 0.3%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, QuickFacts:
Village of Gilberts, Illinois, utilizing the
2020-2024 American Community Survey
(ACS) 5-Year Estimates and the 2024
Population Estimates Program.

AREA EDUCATION

The Village of Gilberts is served primarily by Community
Unit School District 300, one of the largest school districts
in Illinois serving more than 23,000 students. District 300
provides educational opportunities from Early Childhood/
Pre-K through Grade 12, with Gilberts Elementary School
serving as the community’s neighborhood elementary
school. Students typically continue to Dundee Middle
School or Hampshire Middle School followed by
Hampshire High School, depending on attendance
boundaries.

Residents also have access to private educational options
in surrounding communities and nearby higher education
institutions, including Elgin Community College, Judson
University, McHenry County College, and Waubonsee
Community College. These institutions provide residents
with opportunities ranging from early childhood through
adult, technical, and professional education.
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

The Gilberts Public Works Department is responsible for many of the
services residents rely on every day. The department oversees local
infrastructure, including street maintenance, snow and ice control,
public buildings and facilities, parks, forestry, water and wastewater
coordination, mosquito abatement, fleet and equipment needs, and
community event support. In FY2026, the department oversees a $4.8
million operating budget, inclusive of water enterprise fund.

The department is also responsible for maintenance and repair
activities involving streets, ditches, culverts, sidewalks, curbs, storm
and sanitary sewer systemes, inlets, drains, signs, pavement markings,
parkways, light fixtures, and equipment. Public Works supports the
maintenance and general upkeep of Village facilities and public
areas while coordinating with engineers, contractors, utility providers,
consultants, and regulatory agencies.

PUBLIC WORKS
QUICK FACTS

Employees: 12 full-time
employees

Utilities: Water and
wastewater systems operated
by Village of Gilberts

Key systems: BS&A,; fleet
management, work order, and
inventory tools to be further
developed

Facilities: Public Works Facility
at 185 Industrial Dr.; Village
Hall at 87 Galligan Rd.

Structure: Utilities and
streets operations; planned
Superintendent of Streets role
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MAJOR POSITION RESPONSIBILITIES

+ Serve as the Village's subject matter expert + Direct competitive bidding processes, including
on public works matters, providing strategic bid requests, bid openings, contract awards, and
leadership and overall management of public contractor coordination.
works operations and infrastructure systems. - Serve as the primary liaison between the Village
+ Direct and develop department staff through and lllinois American Water, which presently
effective supervision, coaching, performance operates the Village's water and wastewater
management, operational planning, and clear systems.
expectations. + Plan, implement, and oversee capital improvement
+ Ensure compliance with applicable federal, state, projects from design through construction,
and local laws, regulations, permits, and safety ensuring quality execution, cost control, regulatory
standards governing public works and utility compliance, and timely project delivery.
operations. « Provide leadership and decision-making during
* Prepare, present, and manage the annual operating emergency response situations, including severe
budget for the Public Works Department, including weather and after-hours operational events.

water and wastewater enterprise funds.

CHALLENGES, OPPORTUNITIES AND EXPECTATIONS

The next Director will join Gilberts

at an important time for the Public
Works Department. The department
has many of the right pieces in place
but is still developing into a more
formal, fully structured operation.
The successful candidate will

have the opportunity to strengthen
operations, build policies and
processes, develop internal systems,
and establish a strong culture of
professionalism, accountability,
pride, and service.

A key priority will be culture building.

The Village is seeking a leader who

can set clear expectations, hold employees accountable, develop staff, improve communication, and create a
positive work environment where employees understand the importance of serving residents and supporting
one another. The department is in a rebuilding phase, with newer employees, recent vacancies, and an
opportunity for the next Director to establish a fresh path forward.

The position also presents significant operational opportunities, including capital planning, road resurfacing
grants, work order and fleet management improvements, inventory controls, and support for growth-related
infrastructure needs. A large subdivision is underway and partially built out, meaning the department will likely
continue to grow in staffing and service responsibilities as the community develops.

The Village is seeking a visible, hands-on, approachable, and flexible leader who brings ethics, integrity,
technical knowledge, sound judgment, and the ability to balance daily operations with long-range infrastructure
and organizational planning.
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DESIRABLE QUALIFICATIONS
CHARACTER'ST | CS Candidates should possess the skills, experience,

+ Ethical, trustworthy, and transparent, with a
demonstrated commitment to integrity and
accountability.

Hands-on and approachable, with the ability to be
present, visible, and engaged with staff, residents,
and Village leadership.

An effective communicator who listens, builds
trust, explains technical matters clearly, and
follows through on commitments.

A collaborative relationship builder who works
effectively with employees, elected officials, Village
administration, residents, businesses, contractors,
consultants, and regulatory agencies.

A culture builder who can establish expectations,
improve morale, strengthen professionalism, and
reinforce pride in daily work.

A forward-thinking leader who can develop policies,
systems, procedures, work order practices,
inventory controls, and fleet management
practices.

A strategic thinker with experience in budgeting,
capital planning, grants, infrastructure
maintenance, and responsible stewardship of
public resources.

A flexible problem solver who can think outside the
box, remain calm under pressure, and make sound
decisions during emergencies and after-hours
events.

and professional record necessary to successfully
perform the responsibilities of a municipal public
works executive. An equivalent combination of
education, training, and experience that demonstrates
the required knowledge, skills, and abilities will be
considered.

+ Bachelor’s degree in civil engineering, public
administration, construction management,
business administration, or a related field is
preferred.

« Six (6) years of progressively responsible
experience in public works, utilities, municipal
operations, engineering, infrastructure
maintenance, construction management, or a
closely related field. Municipal experience is a
plus; relevant private-sector experience will also be
considered.

+ Five (5) years of supervisory, management, or
department leadership experience is required.

+ Must possess a valid lllinois Driver’s License or
ability to obtain one.

+ Avalid Class A or B CDL license is a plus, but not a
requirement.

+ Experience with BS&A software is a plus.

+ Experienced strong leader who can manage
various personnel and operational challenges.
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I
SALARY AND BENEFITS

The anticipated hiring range for this position is $140,000 to $154,000, depending on education, experience, and
training, with a total salary range of $123,000 to $185,000. The Village offers a competitive benefits package
including paid vacation, personal time off, paid Village holidays, Village contributions to medical, dental, and
vision insurance through IPBC, optional Flexible Spending Account plans, optional deferred compensation, a
complimentary $50,000 life insurance policy, and Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund pension eligibility. The
Village does not have a residency requirement.

HOW TO APPLY

Apply online at www.GovHRjobs.com with a resume and cover letter by September 18, 2026. Confidential
inquiries may be directed to Ashley Eccles, Senior Consultant, MGT at 847-380-3240 x134 or Joe DelLuce at
217-714-2333.

The Village of Gilberts is an equal opportunity employer and is committed to fostering a professional, inclusive,
and service-oriented workplace.
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